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shown clearly by the report of the case of the peasant Derksen
in the German Communist paper Das neue Dorf.1 This agent
of Fascism/' the paper wrote, "had in his possession the
addresses of Fascist organizations and wrote to them slanderous
counter-revolutionary letters about 'hunger and distress5 in
the Soviet Union. . . . For these counter-revolutionary pro-
vocatory letters he received from the Fascists eight remittances
of money and two parcels. It was shown at the trial that the
collective farm peasants, on whose behalf Derksen wrote, were
fully supplied with produce by the collective farm. . . . The
proletarian court sentenced Derksen to be shot as an agent of
German Fascism.5*
A similar procedure and similar arguments are used against
the clergy. The measures taken against the German Lutheran
and Catholic clergy since the spring of 1935 amount to nothing
less than their methodical extermination.
I quoted in an earlier chapter the "spontaneous" retorts
of peasants in various districts to offers of help from abroad-r-
"We are not your suffering brethren. . f . We do not need
one Fascist penny/* and so on, including a resolution (from
the Minsk region) "to work on a holiday and send the proceeds
to the unemployed in the Capitalist countries." They suffice
to show what difficulties are placed in the way of the Torgsin
remittances and how vulnerable it is to the tyranny of the
Soviet regime. Whenever the interests of Moscow demand it,
cdl relief from abroad is treated as suspect, jeered at and
obstructed as a "Capitalist55 or "Fascist55 intrigue.
In the autumn of 1935 the sensational news suddenly
appeared in the world press that Moscow had decided to
liquidate and close down Torgsin. It was debated whether
now indeed the whole system by which help was sent to starving
people in Russia was to come to an end. Newspapers under
Moscow influence hailed this decree as a new proof of progress
in the Soviet Union. However, it soon became dear that the
1 February 26, 1935.